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remark that amid all this apparent deviation of belief
from a common standard of truth, there is a clear
tendency to a rational consensus. Thought, by dis-
engaging what is really matter of permanent and
common cognition, both in the individual and still
more in the class/ and fixing this quantum of common
cognition in the shape of accurate definitions and
universal propositions, is ever fighting against and
restraining the impulses of individual imagination
towards dissociation and isolation of belief. And this-
same process of scientific control of belief is ever tend-
ing to correct widespread traditional forms of error,
and to erect a new and better standard of common
cognition.

This scientific regulation of belief only fails where
the experiences which underlie the conceptions are
individual, variable, and subjective. Hence there is
no definite common conception of the value of life
and of the world, just because the estimate of this
value must vary with individual circumstances, tem-
perament, etc. All that can be looked for here in the
way of a common standard or norm is a rough average
estimate. And this common-sense judgment serves
practically as a sufficient criterion of truth, at least in
relation to such extreme one-sidedness of view as-
approaches the abnormal, that is to say, one of the two
poles of irrational exaltation, or "joy-madness," and

1 As a matter of fact, the proportion of accurate knowledge to error
is far larger in tho case of classes than of individuals. Propositions
with general terms for subject are less liable to be faulty than propo-
sitions with singular terms for subject.